
Ford Motor Company Long Beach Assembly Plant, HAER No. CA-82-D 
Shed A 

700 Henry Ford Avenue 
Long Beach 
Los Angeles County L('/2 c /;? 
California .-■* , 

m PHOTOGRAPHS 

WRITTEN HISTORICAL AND DESCRIPTIVE  DATA 

Historic American Engineering Record 
Western Regional Office 

National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
San Francisco, California 94102 



HISTORIC AMERICAN ENGINEERING RECORD 
FORD MOTOR COMPANY LONG BEACH ASSEMBLY PLANT, SHED A 

C-ffL, 

Location: 

Date of Construction: 

Architect: 

Contractors: 

Present Owner: 

Present Use: 

Significance: 

Project Information: 

HAER No. CA-82-D 

700 Henry Ford Avenue, Port of Long Beach, 
County of Los Angeles, California 

USGS Quandrangle: Long Beach, CA 
UTM Coordinates: 11.385290.337030 

1929-1930 

Albert Kahn, Inc., Detroit MI 

General Contractor: Clinton Construction Co. 

Port of Long Beach 
P.O. Box 570 
Long Beach, CA 90801 

Demolished, October 1990 - January 1991 

Ford Motor Company built the Long Beach Assembly Plant 
during 1929-1930 as one of six contemporaneous assembly 
plants constructed in the United States. The overall purpose of 
these plants was to expand production of Ford's Model A, 
which replaced the Model T in 1927. Albert Kahn, the 
architect for the Long Beach Assembly Plant, also designed the 
other five Ford Assembly Plants. The Long Beach Assembly 
Plant was the only plant outside of Michigan to have a Pressed 
Steel Department as an integral part of the manufacturing and 
assembly process. Kahn's architectural design incorporated an 
enormous articulated structure that retained aesthetic 
qualities, yet permitted functional use of space. The Long 
Beach Assembly Plant operated until 1958 and typified the 
Ford Assembly Line concept. On a national scale the Long 
Beach Assembly Plant reflected a national trend of industrial 
growth, mass production of consumer goods, and the 
consumption of those goods. 

The former Ford Motor Company Long Beach Assembly Plant 
was evaluated eligible to the National Register of Historic 
Places (NRHP). The Port of Long Beach sought to redevelop 
this property, ultimately resulting in plans to demolish and 
remove all vestiges of this plant.   The Port of Long Beach's 
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application for a 404 Permit from the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, Los Angeles District, invoked the Section 106 
Process. A Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) signed by the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the California State Historic 
Preservation Officer, and the Advisory Council on Historic 
Preservation mandated Historic American Engineering 
Recordation (HAER) documentation of the the Ford Motor 
Company Long Beach Assembly Plant. The Port of Long Beach 
retained Chambers Group, Inc. to document the plant. 
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Philip de Barros, Ph.D., Project Manager 
Lois Roberts, Ph.D., Historian 
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Santa Ana, CA 92705 
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Photographers: 
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PART I HISTORIC NARRATIVE 

Ford Motor Company built the Long Beach Assembly Plant during 1929-1930. A historic 
narrative pertaining to the history of the Ford Motor Company Long Beach Assembly Plant 
is presented in the documentation for the Assembly Plant, CA-82. The following discussion 
is focused on Shed A. 

The 1927 "Plot Plan" designed by Albert Kahn, Inc. (CA-82-A-95) does not illustrate Shed 
A. Furthermore, the building permits {see Part III) do not Indicate a construction date for 
the structure. The first illustration of this structure, labelled as Shed A, is on a 1947 map 
of the Long Beach Assembly Building (Plot Plan 74, 1947, LBP). The structure was situated 
east of the Pressed Steel Building , north of Cerritos Channel and south of Sheds B, Gy and 
D. A 1948 drawing of the Bulkhead for the Ford Motor Company-Plot Plan (Davies, Plot 
Plan 1949, LBP) has a label "Carpenter Shop" within the outlines of this L-shaped building. 
"Carpenter Shop" was the label used for this building on a map that the Ford Motor 
Company had prepared as part of a "Specifications" for sale of the property in 1959 (Long 
Beach Assembly Plant, Specifications in offer to sell, 1959, LBP). A 1982 map of the 
former Ford property prepared by International Rectifier, Corp., Rachelle Laboratories, 
Inc. (1982, LBPHCA-82-A-125) illustrates this building as."Warehouse No. 5." Hence, the 
structure was used as a Carpenter Shop during the operations by the Ford Motor Company. 
The building apparently functioned as a storage building during the successive occupations 
at the plant. 
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PART H ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

Shed A was in a ruined state when the HAER documentation team visited the Ford Motor 
Company Long Beach Assembly Plant. The building had been severely damaged by fire. 
Shed A was an L-shaped structure located ca. 40 feet east of the Pressed Steel building. 
Dimensions for the structure were ca. 190 feet by 65 feet along the east/west axis, by 130 
feet by 65 feet along the north/south axis. The floor space was 7,900 square feet (Long 
Beach Assembly Plant, Specifications in Offer to Sell, 1959, LBP). 

This structure was built upon a poured concrete pad. This pad was probably supported by 
pilings in the same fashion as described for the Assembly Building. Poured concrete piers 
rested on the concrete pad. These piers supported vertical, laminated beams or posts that 
formed the superstructure of the building. The posts were fabricated from three to five 2 
inch by 12 inch milled planks, that were fastened with carriage bolts. The posts were 
horizontally spaced at 30 feet center intervals. The posts were connected by a series of 
horizontal trusses that rested on wooden cleats, ca. 3 feet below the tops of the posts. 
These trusses were located along the west, north, and east exterior walls, as well as the 
two interior partitions. In effect the post and truss construction resembles 'Walloon 
framing," a popular building technique in the mid-19th through early-20th centuries. The 
south wall of the building was balloon framed with milled 2 inch by 4 inch milled lumber. 
Horizontal braces and MA"-shaped braces provided additional support between the upright 
posts on the exterior and interior of the structure. 

Wall construction was facilitated with stick framing that ran from the bottom of the 
trusses down to the concrete pad where they were anchored. Drywall was applied to the 
exterior and interior of the buildings frame. The exterior walls were finished in stucco and 
painted a tan color. The drywall on the interior walls was  plastered and painted. 

The roof was a "shed-type" with a ca. 1 percent slope west to east tending slope. The roof 
was constructed by laying 2 inch by 8 Inch planks or rafters across the top and 
perpendicular to the trusses that spanned the posts. Purlins measuring 2 inch by 4 inch ran 
atop the rafters. Wooden sheathing was affixed to the top of the purlins, and supported the 
asphalt roofing material. 

A wooden paneled door mounted on a sliding rail or track, located on the interior of the 
building's north side, was the only entrance noted in this ruined structure. Albeit other 
entrances were probably present In other walls of the original structure. Fenestration was 
absent due to the fire damage. 

Mechanical systems were intact in the northern portion of the building. Water and air 
pipelines, as well as vestiges of the electrical system are present. Remnants of the 
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overhead fire sprinkler system was in-situ. Light fixtures were affixed to the undersides 
of the rafters. Several pipes and vents protruded through the roof from the interior of the 
structure. It should be stressed that the ventilation and associated mechanical systems were 
the only physical traces of the machinery that was formerly used in this Carpenters's Shop. 

This shed embodies the same characteristics represented in the main assembly building. The 
building was constructed with a massive frame that permitted the optimal use of floor 
space, yet allowed ample natural light and access into the buildings. 

!■•< 
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PART HI SOURCES OF INFORMATION 

See Part III Sources of Information, Ford Motor Company Long Beach Assembly Plant, 
HAER No. CA-82, pages 64 through 100. 


